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Senior Selection 2016 

This document should be read in conjunction with the document titled ‘Selection Overview 2016’. 

The aim of the Senior Selection process is three-fold: 

 firstly and most importantly, to select experienced ‘exceptional’ athletes and create the best opportunity for 

them to perform well at the next WOC 

 to create developmental opportunities for athletes considered to be potential top 20 place competitors in 

future WOCs 

 to provide an opportunity for other eligible athletes to claim places in the team 

Selection Timeline 

The schedule for senior selection in 2016 will be: 

 JK 2016 (25/28 Mar), the final selection opportunity for the World Cup 1 races in Poland (30/2 May) and 

EOC/World Cup 2 races in Czech Republic (21
st

 to 28
th

 May); 

 Selection 1: Post JK 2016; selections made for WC1, EOC/WC2; ‘exceptional’ orienteers will be pre-selected 

for WOC 2016 (fitness, health and performance not withstanding); the team for WUOC will also be selected. 

 World Cup 1 races in Poland (30
th

 April to 2
nd

 May) and EOC/World Cup 2 (Czech Rep 21
st

 to 28
th

 May); 

preparation for athletes selected for WOC 2016, selection opportunity for WOC 2016 and where appropriate 

provide developmental opportunity for other athletes; 

 Selection 2: Post EOC/World Cup 2; will be used to confirm the final selections for WOC 2016; 

 WOC 

 Selection 3: Post WOC; to select the WC Finals Team and squads for 2017; 

 Euromeeting in (tbc) used for competition experience, development and assessment of athletes in the terrain 

of the next WOC; 

 World Cup Finals (Switzerland, 14
th

 16
th

 Oct); to provide opportunity for athletes to improve their ranking 

position and as a development opportunity; 

 Selection 4: Post JEC 2016 & World Cup Finals; to review the selection of squads for 2017. 

* Rationale for the omission of Test Races in 2016
1
. 

Selection Criteria 

Selection for the performance and development squads and senior competitions will take full account of the following 

criteria: 

 Performance and performance data cumulatively used from JK 2015/2016; WOC 2014/2015/2016; World 

Cups 2014/2015/2016; JWOC 2014/2015/2016; Euromeeting 2014/2015; 

 Race disciplines, terrain and nature of the courses; 

 Development opportunities for athletes who are potentially top 20 athletes in future WOCs and who will 

benefit from the experience; 

 Actions that athletes can evidence that demonstrate commitment to their own development; 

 Opportunities that athletes may have had and the fatigue they may have experienced across the programme 

as a whole; 

 Adherence to the Code of Conduct and any outstanding disciplinary matters. 

The criteria above are not listed in any order of priority and those involved in selecting will exercise discretion fairly 

and without bias in making selection decisions. 
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Responsibility for Senior Selection 

The Performance Manager will be advised by: Duncan Archer, Jon Cross and coaching staff. Additional expert guidance 

may be sought from specific coaches, technical experts or programme medics if the Performance Manager thinks it is 

appropriate.  

 

 

GBR Senior Competition 2016 

A more detailed summary of the competitions is contained within the document ‘Overview of Selection to British 

Orienteering FootO Teams’. 

World Orienteering Championships (WOC) 

WOC is being staged in Stromstad-Tanum, Sweden 20
th

 to 28
th

 August 2016. 

European Orienteering Championships (EOC) 

EOC is being staged in Jesenik, Czech Republic 21
st

 to 28 May 2016. 

World Cups (WCs) 

The WC programme for 2016 consists of: 

 WC1 – Poland 30
th

 April to 2
nd

 May 

 WC2 – in conjunction with EOC 

 WC3 – in conjunction with WOC 

 WC Finals – Switzerland 14
th

 to 16
th

 October 

 

Note: The following competition are also within the selection remit of British Orienteering for 2016 

 World Universities Orienteering Championships (WUOC) – Miskolc, Hungary 30
th

 July to 4
th

 August 

It is likely that performance and performance data from the 2016 BUCS Orienteering Championships will be 

considered for WUOC selection but the selection criteria will be confirmed by BUCS. 
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1
 Test Races in 2016 

Initial drafts of the 2016 selection included ‘Test Races’ held in Sweden in the week leading up to 12
th

 June 2016, 

during the Swedish Test Races. Unfortunately this weekend clashes with the British Championships and it is politically 

inappropriate to organise a programme clash with BOC – accepting of course that some athletes will themselves 

choose to go to the Swedish test races for practice in similar areas to WOC 2016. 

Once it became clear that these test races were not an option there was considerable discussion about alternative test 

races and selection processes/timelines. Ultimately, after much discussion and consideration, the decision has been to 

finalise the team to represent GBR at WOC after World Cup 2/EOC. This maximises the time during which athletes and 

staff can prepare for WOC 2016. This decision has not been taken lightly. 

Selection for WOC is not a ‘one-off’ performance at a test race it is a gradual, cumulative process taking into 

consideration performances and performance data from the races specified in the Selection Criteria combined with 

assessments made against the other selection criteria.  It is unlikely that a single outstanding performance by an 

athlete in a test race would dramatically alter selection or change the likely outcomes at WOC. The rationale for 

omitting Test Races in 2016 includes: 

 It is clear that Test Races in terrain other than Sweden will be of limited value; this effectively reduces the 

benefits of staging test races in other terrain, Scotland for instance. 

 Whilst It is agreed that Test Races provide opportunity for 'fringe' athletes to be selected (they must also 

have some track record in the specified performance selection criteria) there is little evidence of 'fringe' 

selections producing top 20 results - let alone medals or top 10 places. 

 From athlete feedback there were problems with the 2015 test races that merged athletes seeking selection 

with athletes using the races as preparation. 

 There is a wish to prioritise and maximise the time that can be spent with the selected team to optimise 

performance at WOC; this, cost and time, limit the opportunity to stage test races later in the year even 

though WOC is later in August. 

 The athletes themselves raised the issue of cost and now that the performance programme is largely reliant 

on athletes self-funding it is important that athletes' money is used to best effect. 

 Even though there will be no ‘final’ test races there remains an ‘open’ opportunity for all athletes to compete 

at the JK and be considered for WOC selection. 

Does this set a precedent? Yes, it will set a precedent but a healthy one in that a considered decision about the value, 

timing and venue of Test Races should be made each year whichever way the decision goes. 

At the Talent & Performance Steering Group meeting there was some agreement that Test Races do give athletes a 

final, open and transparent opportunity to strengthen their case for selection and that Test Races are probably part of 

an 'ideal' selection process. There was also recognition that it is the role of the Performance Manager to take the 

ultimate decision about the test races. Of course in taking the ultimate decision the Performance Manager must, and 

has in this instance, fully considered the inputs of selectors, managers, coaches etc. 

Ideally there would have been wider consultation with the athletes that are likely to be involved but there is pressure 

to publish the Selection Criteria and time is against that. There is the possibility of course that athletes who consider 

themselves to be 'probable' might favour early selection whilst those who consider themselves ‘on the fringe’ of 

selection might favour test races – it remains statistically likely however that any top 20 places will come from the 

'probable' group of athletes. 


